
Before You Begin

Preparation is the key to creating a garden that will offer a lifetime of pleasure. Before you begin, ask 
yourself the following questions: 

 The layout diagram shows the dimensions for the plan. In 
general, you can enlarge or reduce the size of the garden by adding or eliminating plants, although the 
character of the garden may change if you alter the size dramatically. 

 Please get your underground utilities marked on your 
property prior to digging.  Call 811 or 1-800-382-5544.  A free call to 811 is the most important thing 
you can do to avoid hitting underground utility lines, keeping you and your neighborhood safe.  The call 
and utility locating process are free.  They are open 24/7 to take your call.  The marking process typically 
takes two full business days to complete.  Please see additional information on page 4 of this packet.  If 
you have any questions or concerns about underground utilities during the process, go to Indiana811.
org or call 811. 

Create the Bed 

To lay out your bed, use a garden hose to mark the outline. Alternatively, sprinkle flour along the hose 
for a more temporary mark, or use spray paint. Using a sharp spade, dig along the marked line to set the 
edge of your bed. 

If the spot is currently covered by lawn, remove the sod using a straight-edged shovel or sod cutter. To 
make this easier, wet the area thoroughly, then use the shovel to cut the lawn into strips that are the 
width of the shovel and about 3 feet long. Sharpen the edge of your shovel frequently with a file. Use the 
shovel to pry up and roll back the strips of sod. Once the sod is removed, loosen the underlying soil with 
a shovel or a power tiller. 

Regardless of how you prepare your bed, use this opportunity to mix in organic matter (such as compost 
or peat moss) and loosen the soil at least 6 inches deep. Don’t mix in fertilizer unless you have done a 
soil test which shows a need; in general, excessive amounts of fertilizer will do more harm than good. 

Planting 

Keep your plants in their pots and set them out on the planting bed. This will give you a preview of how 
the bed will look, and allow you to make adjustments before digging any holes. 

When you are satisfied with the placement, plant your garden from largest to smallest container (usually 
trees first, then shrubs, perennials, and finally annuals).
 

 Dig a hole that’s twice as wide as the pot or root ball but no deeper. If the tree 
is potted, loosen the soil slightly around the roots, then place the tree into the planting hole. For balled-
and-burlapped trees, loosen the burlap after the tree is in the hole. Cut away as much of the burlap as 
possible. When the tree is in place and straight, fill the hole one-third with soil, tap firmly to make good 
contact between roots and soil, then water. Repeat twice more until the hole is filled. Water the tree 
thoroughly by letting a hose run slowly for 30 minutes. 

for Installing Your Garden

 Plant shrubs in a hole that’s about twice the diameter of the root ball. The top 
of the root ball should be slightly above the surrounding soil level. Backfill with garden soil, taping firmly 
to ensure a contact between soil and roots. Water immediately by slowly running a hose at the shrub’s 
base for about 20 minutes. 

 Set these plants in soil at the same level they were growing in 
the pot. Firm the soil around each plant with your hands, then water thoroughly. 

Edging 
Beds and borders are easier to maintain if they’re edged to keep surrounding grass or weeds from 
growing in. Choose plastic, metal, stone, or brick—whatever you prefer. If you have lawn around your 
bed, consider adding a 6 -12 inch wide swath of masonry or stone set even with the surrounding soil to 
act as a mowing strip.

Mulching 
Mulch your garden after planting. Mulch conserves moisture, cools the soil, and protects against water 
runoff and erosion. Organic mulches such as shredded bark need to be topped off every couple of years 
as the mulch decays. Mulches such as crushed stone are more permanent, but they do not improve your 
soil over time. 

Aftercare 

The first season of growth is the most critical. Water thoroughly every day for the first two weeks, then 
water your garden two to three times a week for the rest of the season. The following year, you can let 
nature take its course, supplementing dry periods with deep watering. 

You should also be diligent about weeding your bed during the first year. 

As the plants mature and fill in, there will be fewer opportunities for weeds to grow. A thick layer of mulch 
will also help keep weeds in check.
 

Ongoing Maintenance 

Most plants will thrive with minimal care. If you need to prune trees or shrubs to maintain their shape or 
size, do it in late winter before growth has started. The exception to this general rule is spring flowering 
shrubs like lilacs that should be pruned immediately after flowering.  

TIPS



If you’re planning to dig on your property, a free call to 811 is the most 
important thing you can do to avoid hitting underground utility lines, keeping 
you and your neighborhood safe. Below are five steps to follow when working 
with Indiana 811 to notify the utility operators in your area of your intent to 
dig. Remember, the call and utility locating process are free. If you have any 
questions or concerns during the process, don’t hesitate to call Indiana 811. 
We are open 24/7 to take your call!

1. Plan Your Project

Before you call Indiana 811, you will need to know specific details about where you plan to dig, including 
the street address, county and township. You will also need the name and phone number of the person 
or company who will be doing the digging. We recommend you mark the designated area with white paint 
or flags so the utility operators will only mark that area.

2. Call Indiana 811

Make a free call to Indiana 811 by simply calling 811 or 1-800-382-5544. After speaking to an Indiana 811 
representative, you will be given a ticket number, and a list of all the utility operators who will be responding 
to your request. He or she will also answer any questions you have about the utility locating process.

3. Wait for the Marks

The marking process typically takes two full working days, meaning 
if you call on a Tuesday, the utility operators have Wednesday and 
Thursday to mark the approximate location of lines. Each line will 
be marked in the color that corresponds to the appropriate utility.

for Getting Your Utilities Marked
FIVE STEPS

4. Confirm the Marks

After two full working days, confirm that all utility operators have visited your property by comparing 
the various colors of the marks on your property to the list of utilities given to you. If a utility operator 
does not locate a utility line in the designated area, a representative will let you know they do not have a 
conflict by calling you, or painting an “OK” along with the company’s initials in the corresponding utility 
color. For example, if you do not have a gas line running through the area, the utility operator will write 
an “OK” in yellow paint in the designated area.

5. Dig With Care

Now that your utility lines are marked, you can begin digging. 
Indiana state law mandates a two-foot safety zone on either side 
of the marks. In the safety zone, you can only dig with hand 
tools. The size of the safety zone will depend on the size of 
the underground facility, which is sometimes noted by the 
utility locators. For example, if a water line is marked as 
six inches wide, the safety zone on both sides of the line 
is two feet three inches from the mark. You will only want 
to use mechanical equipment outside of the zone after you 
have exposed the line(s) by safely digging with hand tools.

Know what’s below.      Call before you dig.

Know what’s below.      Call before you dig.
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